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It was heartrending to see tens of
thousands of army men and soldiers

of paramilitary forces struggling day in
and day out to rescue the hapless victims
who got stranded or isolated in the
gullies and ravines of the Himalayan
valley following one of the worst natural
catastrophes ever that Uttarakhand
witnessed. While political parties and
plunderers used the tragedy for their
gains, the brave soldiers once again proved they are the real sons
of India, doing their extreme, risking their lives and forgetting
their personal pleasures. Several of them even perished in a copter
crash during the rescue operations. Touching, indeed!

Over 60 choppers and 10000 army and paramilitary
personnel were engaged in the rescue operations including 45
Indian Air Force aircraft, 11 choppers from the Army, and a small
fleet of civilian rotorcraft round the clock -- and against time --
to evacuate the pilgrims and tourists.

On June 28, Army Chief General Bikram Singh said the
armed forces would continue their operations till all the people
stranded in flood-ravaged Uttarakhand were rescued. Gen Singh,
who visited the affected areas, said he had asked his commanders
to launch relief operations in “very, very difficult conditions” in
a proactive manner, without waiting for any requisition from
authorities.

And the ‘boys’ did exactly what they were asked to do. Over
8,000 personnel of the army, along with the troops of the ITBP,
NDRF and IAF assured that they are for the safety of the country
and for nothing else. Many of the troops deployed in relief
operations were from Garhwal Rifles unit, mainy hailing from
Uttarakhand and their families were also impacted by the flash
floods.

Yes, as General Singh rightly said, it was a “difficult
operation but agencies worked in unison” to achieve the
objectives.

Though Indian armed forces’ primary mission is to ensure
the national security and defence of the Republic of India from
external aggression and threats and maintaining peace and
security within its borders, they also feel it is as responsible to
conduct humanitarian rescue operations during natural calamities
and other disturbances.

It has been proved beyond doubt. We, the team of The News-
You Like, salute you! Jai Jawan!  

EDITOR’S DESK
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A tragic
love story
that went
awry
A disciplined actress, bubbly
and starry-eyed Jiah Khan
bade adieu to her lover and
dreams of 10 long years as
she felt ruined and cheated
by her lover, 21-year-old Suraj
Pancholi

Federal Front in the offing

Modi makes
the most, 
Rahul
draws flak

Pope confesses
to sleaze in 
Roman Curia

Regional parties across the country
are planning to forge a new alliance –
the Federal Front – in an apparent
attempt to break away from the UPA
and NDA and usurp power. However,
political analysts say there could be
little success for the new alliance
due to internal bickering

His conspicuous absence from the
relief operations during the
Uttarakhand flash floods brought
Congress’ heir apparent  Rahul
Gandhi brickbats, while NDA’s star
leader Narendra Modi’s timely
efforts, despite criticism that it
was a political stunt, brought him
all the bouquets
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POLITICAL PICTURE

B G RAJESWAR

In a hush-hust visit to the national
capital, Andhra Pradesh Finance

Minister Anam Ramanarayana
Reddy on June 29 met the Congress
high command on an important
mission. 

According to highly places
sources, the seemingly mission
impposible now appears to be a
possibility in the near future. The
Congress high command has
summoned the Finance Minister to
Delhi along with detailed statistics
related to the three regions –
Telangana, Rayalaseema and
Coastal Andhra – apparently to take
a decision on the raging Telangana
issue. The Finance Minister took
along with him detailed statistics
prepared by the Directorate Of
Economics And Statistics over a
period of two weeks.

The statistics include per capita
income in each region in general and
in each district in the state in
particular, district and region wise
employee strenght, revenue
generation, funds spent in every
region, statistics related to
agriculture, rainfall, yield and
industries. 

Sources said the statistics were
prepared from the year 1993 till date
and there was no possibility of
tampering with the data. The timing
of summoning Finance Minister
with such data shows the Congress

high command is
now serious on
Telangana issue. 

The Finance
Minister’s visit to
Delhi on June 29
morning along
with the reports
coincides with the
rumours that are
abuzz in the state
that the Congress
high command is
willing to
announce a special economic
package for the region, sources said.

It may be recalled there has
been a lot of talk about packages for
different regions. While one group
of Telangana protagonists said the
Congress high command was
offering economic package for the
region instead of forming a separate
state, another group said package
would be given to other two regions
and separate state would be carved
out of Telangana.

In this backdrop, Finance

Minister carried with him the
statistics for a confidential meeting
with the Congress high command. 

The reports prepared by
Directorate Of Economics And
Statistics are taken as the basis for
policy formulation because the
department is responsible for proper
organisation of random statistical

studies, collection,
compilation,
tabulation and
publication of the
socio economic data
related to Andhra
Pradesh.

It also compiles
statistics relating to
agriculture, rainfall,
yield, industries,
conduct various
censuses as part of
national and state
planning process
besides working in

co-ordination with the National
Sample Survey Organization
(NSSO),  and Central Statistical
Organisation, Government of India
for certain studies. The directorate
also organises studies depending on
the requirements of the Government
of Andhra Pradesh and  Government
of India.

Congress high command would
be able to arrive at a conclusion after
going through the analytical data and
make an announcement soon on the
Telangana issue, the sources said.

AP FM on a T-mission
Anam Naranayana Reddy has held a hush-hush meeting with Congress High
Command recently, apprently with detailed statistics related to the three

regions of the state, reveal our sources in the government 

Anam Ramnarayana Reddy
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Telangana Joint Action
Committee’s (TJAC) ‘Chalo

Assembly’ programme has proved
one thing beyond any doubts that
TRS chief K Chandrasekhar Rao’s

influence is on the down trend.
Hundreds of leaders including

TJAC, TRS, BJP and other political
parties and organisations were
arrested when they tried to march
towards the Assembly when it was
in session on June 14. But the TRS

chief KCR remained indoors.
Sources said the TRS chief

was relaxing in his farmhouse
while his fellow Telangana people
were fighting the heavily deployed
paramilitary and police personnel.

Sources in the Telangana

KCR losing hold over
Telangana movement

In a strange turn of events, when thousands
of Telangana activists were trying to take out

a march to the Legislative Assembly
building, notwithstanding massive police

presence, TRS chief K Channdrasekhar Rao
was relaxing in his farmhouse 

POLITICAL PICTURE
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camp said it was due to this reason
TRS leaders did not take the
programme very seriously and
simply staged arrest as a token of
their participation.

Also, KCRs subsequent call
for Telangana bandh annoyed
leaders of other political parties.
BJP state president Kishan Reddy
and CPI leader Narayana did not
endorse the bandh call. Narayana
even criticised KCR for giving the
call without consulting other
stakeholders, sources said.

The bandh, however, had no
impact. This shows clearly that
KCR does not wield enormous
influence over Telangana forces
and people.

Leave alone the bandh, but the
police successfully foiled ‘Chalo
Assembly’ march. Police did not
allow the participants gather in
huge numbers. Instead, small
groups were removed from
different places as soon as they
gathered and took them away to
different police stations, sources
said.

Police in Hyderabad and
Cyberabad alone detained 1,176
people during the march. It
appeared police clamped
undeclared curfew around the
Assembly to prevent the Telangana
marchers from reaching the
Assembly building.

A couple of small groups,
however, reached the Gun Park in
front of the Assembly and raised
slogans in support of separate
statehood for Telangana. TRS, BJP
and some legislators from
Telangana region belonging to
other parties staged a dharna in
front of the Assembly in protest
against the police actions.

The Osmania University
campus remained tense on June 14

as students tried to march towards
the Assembly building defying the
prohibitory orders imposed in the
city. They pelted stones at the
security personnel forcing them to
retaliate with teargas shelling.

Police heaved a sigh of relief
with the day passing off without

any major trouble, the JAC claimed
a moral victory.

The protests and the
unprecedented traffic restrictions
hit normal life in parts of the city
on June 14 as 15,000 police and
paramilitary personnel were
deployed on the day.

The police successfully foiled ‘Chalo Assembly’ march,
preventing agitators from gathering in large numbers.
Small groups were removed from different places as
soon as they landed and were taken away to various

police stations in the city
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D BAL REDDY

The law makers of the Andhra
Pradesh Assembly wasted Rs

40 crore of public money with
almost no debate but only ruckus
during the recent budget session.
The sessions became mere
formality to pass budgets or bills
without any discussion.

It costs Rs 2 crore a day to run
the house. Since the legislators
wasted 20 days, public money went
in vain amounts to ` 40 crore.

The house proceedings during
the recent budget session concluded
on June 21 were conducted for only
57 hours during the 20-day session
in two spells. Normally, it should
have functioned for approximately
140 hours.

The first phase in March was
lost as the government had to
defend a no-confidence motion,

while the second phase was lost to
the rumpus over the Telangana
issue. Telangana Rashtra Samithi
(TRS) stalled the proceedings
demanding a resolution in the
house in favour of statehood for the
region. BJP and CPI backed the
demand, but it was turned down by
the government.

Speaker Nadendla Manohar
had to suspend TRS members to
facilitate presentation of budget
and to pass some bills. Even the
budget was passed in a hurry on
June 21 without taking up any
debate.

The fuss in the assembly and
wastage of public money did not

deter government’s generosity as
all 370 members of both the houses
of the state assembly returned
home with gifts on the last day.

The finance ministry gifted
each legislator with Sony Xperia Z
tablet, which costs about ` 47,000.
The government has spent `1.51
crore on the tablets.

Similarly, the information
technology department has gifted
an iphone each to the legislators
while industries department has
presented a gift voucher of ` 7,500.
What more! The tribal welfare
department, which has not been
able to take care of tribal welfare in
true sense, too gave gift packs.

AP Assembly fails to debate issues
` 40 crore public money goes waste
Government showers 370 legislators with gifts

The 20-day budget sessions of the Andhra Pradesh Assembly held in two spells in March
and June fails to debate people’s issues. Instead, most of the time was spent on

mudslinging and Telangana issue wasting huge amount of public money

No business... only gifts

POLITICAL PICTURE
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K RAMESH

Malkajgiri Lok Sabha
constituency has turned out

to be a hot favourite for non-local
politicians aspiring to become
Parliamentarians.

Aspiring candidates from
almost all the political parties have
started nurturing the constituency
though the high commands of
respective political parties are yet to
take a decision on their candidate
for the 2014 elections.

The constituency has
25,31,898 voters of which more
than 13 lakh voters are either from
other parts of the state or from
different states settled in and around
the state capital. The non-local
aspirants look forward to cash in on
the votes of the settlers, who bring
cosmopolitan look for the
constituency.

The constituency has seven
Assembly segments -- Medchal,
Secunderabad Cantonment (SC),
Malkajgiri, Qutbullapur,
Kukatpalli, Uppal and L.B. Nagar.
Though non-local aspirants from all
the political parties are making their
best efforts to contest from this Lok
Sabha seat, the demand appears to
be high in Bharatiya Janata Party.

Telugu Desam Party (TDP)
MLA from Kodangal constituency
in Mahbubnagar district A Revanth
Reddy is confident of getting a
party ticket, while two other leaders
M Hanumantha Rao, MLA from
Medak and M Rajaiah are also
eager to contest from Malkajgiri.

There are many contenders in
the Congress camp too, though the
sitting MP and Union Minister
Sarve Satyanarayana is not ready to
shift from the place. However,
Nizamabad MP Madhu Yashki,
who is considered close to Rahul
Gandhi and former home minister
P Sabita Indra Reddy’s son Karthik

Reddy are also said to be in the fray.
On the other hand, two leaders

– Janardhana Reddy and Janak
Prasad – of YSR Congress are more
than willing to contest from
Malkajgiri, while more than three
candidates from the BJP are looking
for an opportunity from this
constituency.

Though senior leader N
Indrasena Reddy’s name is doing
rounds, sources said he might
contest from Bhuvanagiri Lok
Sabha constituency. Sources also
said Bar Council of India member
N Ramachander Rao, Convenor of
BJP National Security Affairs Cell
Perala Sekhar Rao and retired IPS
officer Dr C N Gopinath Reddy are
seeking a party ticket from this
constituency. Political pundits say
the TRS is unlikely to field a
candidate from Malkajgiri keeping
in view the cosmopolitan outlook
and the strength of settlers’ votes.

Settlers votes lure non-localsto Malkajgiri Lok Sabha seat

Sarve Satyanarayana
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D BALAKRISHNA

Gone are those days when
people in the Greater

Hyderabad Municipal
Corporation (GHMC) limits had
to make tiresome rounds of
offices to register the new born
babies with the authorities.  

On June 10, the GHMC has
launched a project to deliver
digital birth certificate to new
parents at their doorstep. The
authorities have successfully
dispatched 2,000 digital birth
certificates by June 25.

“This is first of its kind
project to be implemented in the
country. It may become the pilot
project for other municipalities in
the country,” Additional
Commissioner, Health &
Sanitation, L Vandana Kumar
told The News.

With the new project in
place, residents in the limits of
GHMC need not make rounds of
the hospital where their baby was
born, the municipal ward office
concerned and the dispatch

section of the GHMC to receive
the certificate.

The birth certificates would
be sent by courier directly to the
designated address free of cost,
despatched twice a week. “The
package will also contain details
of the vaccination schedule for
the baby,” said the official.

Currently, the service would
be provided for the babies born in
101 hospitals, which have been
sending the information to the
GHMC online. Efforts were
underway to bring the remaining
hospitals into the online network.

The corporation has
digitised 27 lakh birth and death
records starting the year 2000,
while digitisation of data from
1990 to 1999 is under progress,
Vandana Kumar said. 

GHMC offers
digital birth certificate

Mayor Majid Hussain (centre) along with the GHMC Commissioner M T Kr-
ishna Babu (left) at the launch of digital Birth Certificate service.

CITY SCAN
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SRINIVAS GUDIGUNTA

In a hurriedly convened press
meet, the Metro Rail officials in

the first week of June disclosed that
about 1,000 Indian and expatriate
engineers and specialist consultants
had been working for the last two
years to ensure that the Hyderabad
Metro Rail (HMR) designs
and drawings were safe and
world class. The Metro Rail
officials held the media
conference on June 7, just a
couple of days after The
News published a report
titled “Hyderabad Metro
Rail – Is it really safe?”
raising questions about the
safety of the project.

Apparently, the media
conference was held in
response to the report
published in these columns.
However, the HMR officials
neither answered the
questions raised in the report
nor contradicted. The report
mentioned about a damaged pillar
and discovery of Nizam period
pipeline 20 meters below the ground
while digging for construction of
pillars in some places on which the
metro rail will have to run.

The report also questioned
what if an undiscovered area of the
pipeline sinks over a period of time
after the launch of metro rail project.

Instead, the HMR officials only
said the L&T Metro Rail
(Hyderabad) Limited had appointed
several expert agencies to ensure the
civil structures and all the

mechanical, electrical, signalling
and other systems were absolutely
safe, state-of-the-art and world
class.

The HMR officials also said
the detailed designs, engineering
drawings, design basis reports
(DBRs) etc., prepared by a world
renowned metro rail consultancy
organization AECOM and other
expert consultancy firms were
checked by another international
metro rail consultancy firm Louis
Berger, which is an Independent
Engineer appointed by HMR.

About 1,000 Indian and
expatriate engineers and
specialist consultants have
been working for the last two
years to ensure that the
Hyderabad Metro Rail
designs and drawings were
safe and world class.  HMR
also had a panel of eight
technical experts as a
secondary check, the officials
said. 

“The civil structures and
designs are checked for
withstanding the loads and
different types of stresses
induced by longitudinal and
lateral movement of trains,

wind forces, seismic forces. The
structures are designed for extreme
load conditions. 

The slender concrete pillars are
designed to carry a load of 4,500
tonnes, though the maximum load
even in extreme conditions with
fully loaded trains on both tracks
will not go beyond 800 tonnes”,
HMR officials said.

The officials also said HMR
technical experts periodically
inspected the metro rail construction
sites and checked designs and
drawings.  

The great HMR cover-up
In an apparent reaction to a report appeared on these
columns, apprehending the safety of the Metro Rail
following a couple of incidents that indicated the

vulnerability of the prestigious project, the Metro Rail
officials convened a press meet and clarified doubts.
However, they neither answered our questions nor

contradicted

THE NEWS IMPACT
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With a head who belongs
to Hyderabad, the near

defunct National Disaster
Management Authority
brought shame to the

country by not foreseeing
the flash flood that

swallowed thousands of
lives in Uttarakhand and
doing nothing. Its vice-
chairman, the practical
head of the disaster
management body, M
Shashidhar Reddy,

passed the bucks on to
the meteorological

department
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PAYAM SUDHAKARAN

It was one of the worst
tragedies that the country has
seen recently. More than
5,000 people are feared to

have lost their lives in the
‘Himalayan Tsunami’ that tore
Uttarakhand apart. Rescue
operations were still on when this
report went to press. Thousands of
bodies were strewn around in the
debris rotting and threatening to
cause the outbreak of an epidemic.
The Indian armed forces and
paramilitary troops were doing
their best, when looters and
political leaders were fishing in the
troubled waters.

Yes, nature was furious. We

disrespected her. We assaulted her.
We built illegal structures and dug
mines. She was wounded, she was
bleeding, and it was not a sudden
outburst of her anger, it was the
vendetta she nurtured all these
while against the callous human
beings who mauled her, abused her
and assaulted her.  

What were the governments
doing to prevent this tragedy that
was sure to happen at one time or
the other? And where was the
committee that is meant to manage
disaster? It is shame on the
country’s disaster management
wing, the National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA).

Headquartered in South
Delhi's swanky Safdarjung

Enclave, the NMDA holds press
meets about human tragedies in
luxurious five-star hotels time and
again. They speak high of the need
and their preparedness in times of
natural calamities. And if you did
not know, the Prime Minister
himself is its ex officio chairman,
and its vice-chairman enjoys a
status equal to a Cabinet minister.
Its ‘esteemed’ members are mostly
retired bureaucrats and police
officers, who rub shoulders with
ministers of state.

NDMA’s defunct status has
been exposed with the man-made
tragedy striking the Himalayan
state. Ironically, National Executive
Committee of NDMA has not met
at all between 2008 and 2012.

COVER STORY
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Uttarakhand disaster
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Worst still, even after seven years it
came into being, the authority
doesn't even have a working plan.

It may be recalled that the
Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) came down heavily upon
the NDMA's functioning in a report
that was tabled in March 2013.
Most NDMA projects,
conceptualised soon after it was
constituted in May 2005, have
failed to get started.

NDMA which was set up in
September 2006 has literally doing
nothing other than its office-bearers
enjoying all the benefits entitled to
them. Projects like earthquakes,
flood and landslide risk mitigation
have been in cold storage despite
being approved way back in 2007.
Several projects have been
abandoned midway due to improper
planning, or are lying incomplete.

Our source, apparently a senior
bureaucrat who worked with the

NDMA in the last two years said on
condition of anonymity, “There is
no strong leadership at the centre of
this body. The Prime Minister is its
ex officio chairman, and therefore
the responsibility of managing it on
a day-today basis falls on the vice
chairman. The NDMA has several
senior retired bureaucrats as
members, but it needs a very strong
vice-chairman. At present, we've
felt many times that there is a lack
of coordination in the chain of
command.”

The blame game begins.
NDMA chief M Shashidhar Reddy
passes the bucks to the
meteorological department. He said,
“Lives could have been saved if the
weather office had issued precise
forecasts. The IMD followed a
standard format of weather forecast
and used certain terminologies like
rainfall, heavy rainfall, but how are
we supposed to translate it into

action? They need to pinpoint where
and how much it is going to rain."

And here is the shocker.
According to the Comptroller and
Auditor General (CAG) as much as
59 per cent of the nation's land area
is prone to moderate and severe
earthquakes; 23,000 lives were lost
in six major earthquakes between
1990 and 2006. And one does not
require an official report to realise
that landslides in the hills and
floods in some parts of the country
are an annual feature.

A CAG report says: "The
performance of NDMA in terms of
project implementation had been
abysmal. So far, no major project
taken by NDMA had seen
completion. It was noticed that
NDMA selected projects without
proper ground work and as a result
either the projects were abandoned
midway or were incomplete after a
considerable period."

COVER STORY



The News You Like | July, 2013 15

Uttarakhand disaster
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The National Disaster plan
(NDP) hasn't been formulated even
after seven years of the enactment
of the Disaster Management Act.
The NDP was to define the
guidelines for prevention of
disasters, preparedness and roles
and responsibilities of different
arms of the government.

One of the key objectives of
the NDMA is proactive prevention
of loss of life and property in
disasters. Even here the NDMA has
failed miserably.

According sources, barring
Bihar, Gujarat and Odisha, no other
state has a properly functional body
at the state level to cope with
disasters. Not a single state has set
up State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF). It is unfortunate that
Uttarakhand, which is one of the
most vulnerable states because of
frequent landslides and cloudbursts,
does not have a body for disaster
management. The army and
paramilitary forces remain the main
force for operations in such tough

conditions. Currently, there are only
10 battalions in the force and two
more are proposed, but that has
been pending for a while. One of
the additional battalions was meant
exclusively for Utttarakhand.

The CAG report on disaster
management has pointed out the
issues plaguing the force. Non-
procurement of equipment,
manpower management, poor
infrastructure and deficient training
were areas that need to be
addressed.

COVER STORY
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THE NEWS BUREAU

An eerie silence prevails in the
holy town of Kedarnath after

thousands of people perished in
nature’s fury and hundreds of
villages were doomed forever. But
the flash flood that resulted in
massive tragedy did not shake the
faith of people even a wee bit, it
reinforced their belief instead.

Yes, for them, the fact that
Kedarnath shrine was left
untouched by the deluge is ample
proof of the powers of the divine.
Surprisingly, the Shivlinga in the
shrine had not gone under the
sludge and remained crowned by
offerings of belpatra.

They believe that Dhari Devi,
a manifestation of Goddess Kali
and guardian deity of Uttarakhand,
was angry as her idol was removed
from her temple hours before the
cloudburst. Dhari Devi is believed
to be the protector of the Char
Dhams. The Goddess was shifted
from her ‘mool sthan’ (original
abode) to make way for a 330 MW
hydel project that now lies in ruins.
A similar attempt in 1882 by a local
king had resulted in a landslide that
had flattened Kedarnath.

And then again, the fingers are
pointed to Hyderabad. The
Srinagar hydel project was built by
Alaknanda Hydro Power Company

Ltd (AHPCL), a subsidiary of
infrastructure major GVK.  The
company had faced opposition
from locals, saints and the BJP.
They are opposed to the plan to
relocate the Dhari Devi temple
from its original site on a small
island in the middle of the River
Alaknanda.

The legend says that only the
upper half of an idol of goddess
Kali is called “Dhari Devi’ while
her torso is worshipped as a ‘Shree

Yantra’ at Kalimath Temple near
Guptkashi. As per local lore, Dhari
Devi changes in appearance during
the day from a girl, to a woman,
and then to an old lady. Only a visit
to both the temples makes the
darshan of the Goddess complete.

As per reports, the original
plan was to cut the upper half of the
island and shift it to a higher
location. However, owing to the
lack of logistics required to carry
out such a mammoth task, the plan

dhari devi’s wrath?
People believe that the hell broke loose as the idol of Dhari Devi, the guardian deity of
Uttarakhand, was removed from her temple hours before the cloudburst. It should be
noted that the idol was removed by Alaknanda Hydro Power Company Ltd (AHPCL), a

subsidiary of infrastructure major GVK, for their hydel project in the area
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was later altered and it was decided
that only the visible part of the idol
would be shifted.

Despite severe opposition, the
Supreme Court gave its nod to
relocate the idol to a raised
platform. However, the apex court
is yet to give its final order in the
case.

Sources say that AHPCL
officials artificially raised the water
level in the dam so as to hasten the
process of shifting of the Dhari
Devi temple. Armed with all gear,

the officials arrived at the temple
site at 7.30 pm on Sunday (June
16) and cut off the idol from its
base. Three priests and two locals
then lifted the idol and placed it at
the artificial platform constructed
by AHPCL as the deity’s new seat.

AHPCL officials were quoted
as saying that the idol was
relocated in a hurry as the temple
was in danger of being submerged
due to heavy floods in the region.
Just when the idol was lifted there
was lighting and heavy rains

followed by the cloud burst in
Kedarnath that has left thousands
dead. Also, two pillars of the new
structure at Dhari Devi temple gave
way, forcing the removal of the
idol. Currently, it is said to be kept
at an elevated place close to the
original spot.

Dhari Devi’s wrath may or
may not be behind the trail of
destruction in Uttarakhand but
what is undisputable is the story of
exploitation of the hills and the
resultant ill effects.

As per reports, the original plan was to cut the upper half of the island and shift it to a
higher location. However, owing to the lack of logistics required to carry out such a

mammoth task, the plan was later altered and it was decided that only the visible part
of the idol would be shifted

COVER STORY
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Though many are trying to term
the Uttarakhand flash flood as

‘random’ and ‘freak’, the impact of
the floods on religious tourism in
Himalayan valleys leads to larger
questions of what kind of
development the states should
pursue. It is important to understand
the nature of the rainfall that deluged
Uttarakhand. Odisha’s super cyclone
in 1999, torrential rains in Mumbai
in 2005 and now the Uttarakhand
rains are three clear weather related
events in less than 15 years, each
causing massive destruction or
dislocation in the country. No, these
are not of course ‘random’ events.

Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) have
repeatedly warned that extreme
weather incidents will become more
frequent with the increasing global
warming. The likelihood of more
frequent extreme weather events
should be taken into account when
planning for development,
especially in the fragile Himalayan
region where crumbling mountains
become murderous.

Way back in 1990s, when
people started demanding a separate
State, they repeatedly described the
special character of the region.
Consciousness created by the
pioneering Chipko Andolan raised
the hopes of village women that their
new State would pursue a green
development path, where denuded
slopes would be reforested, where
fuel wood and fodder would be
plentiful in their own village forests,
where community ownership of
these forests would provide their

men with forest products-based
employment near their villages
instead of forcing them to migrate to
the plains, where afforestation and
watershed development would
revive their dry springs and dying
rain-fed rivers, and where the
scourge of drunken, violent men
would be overcome. But in the 13
years after statehood, the leadership
of the State has succumbed to the
conventional model of development
with its familiar and single-minded
goal of creating monetary wealth.
With utter disregard for the State’s
mountain character and its delicate
ecosystems, successive governments
have blindly pushed roads, dams,
tunnels, bridges and unsafe buildings
even in the most fragile regions.

In the process, denuded

mountains have remained
deforested, roads designed to
minimise expenditure rather than
enhance safety have endangered
human lives, tunnels blasted into
mountainsides have further
weakened the fragile slopes and
dried up springs, ill-conceived
hydropower projects have destroyed
rivers and their ecosystems, and
hotels and land developers have
encroached on river banks.

Yes, wealth has been generated
but the beneficiaries are very few. In
the mountain villages, agricultural
production has shrivelled, women
still trudge the mountain slopes in
search of fodder, fuel wood and
water, and entire families wait
longingly for an opportunity to
escape to the plains.

BIGGER QUESTIONS
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Everybody was talking about the
plight of pilgrims, who died and

stranded following the flash flood
that wreaked havoc in the valleys of
the Himalayan state and rescue
teams from different states who
worked overtime to get back their
people to safety. What about the
thousands of men who came there
from villages in the Mandakini
valley there to earn a few bucks
during the pilgrimage season?

Weeks passed by since
Uttarakhand has witnessed the
worst disaster. Flash floods swept
away mountainsides, villages and
towns, thousands of people,
animals, agricultural fields,
irrigation canals, domestic water
sources, dams, roads, bridges, and

buildings — anything that stood in
the way.

Efforts to rescue tens of
thousands of pilgrims and tourists
came to the shrines in the uppermost
reaches of Uttarakhand’s sacred
rivers were making headlines
continuously, but the fact remains
that deluge spread far beyond the
Char Dhams — Yamunotri,
Gangotri, Kedarnath and Badrinath
— and swallowed the entire State.
According to eyewitnesses, more
than 200 villages were devastated
and villagers whose homes, lands
and animals have been swept away
by the floods are in a state of shock.

Thousands of men come from
the villages in the valleys to earn a
major part of their families’ annual
income during the tourist season.
While most of them work in dhabas

on the entire 14 km trek route from
GauriKund to Kedarnath, others sell
raincoats, umbrellas, canes, walking
sticks, soft drinks, water bottles,
home-made snacks and other
supplies.

The valleys are still
reverberated with cries of local
residents whose boys and men have
not yet returned and are now feared
dead. One village near Guptkashi
alone counts 78 missing.

These families who are totally
dependent on religious tourism in
the state are in total shock. They lost
everything. 

Several thousand Char Dham
valley families will now fall below
the poverty line. They are
completely at dark about the
alternative sources of employment
till the revival of the yatras.

Villages that lost hopes
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Modi makes
the most, 
Rahul draws flak

His conspicuous absence from the relief operations
during the Uttarakhand flash floods brought Congress’
heir apparent  Rahul Gandhi brickbats, while NDA’s star
leader Narendra Modi’s timely efforts, despite criticism
that it was a political stunt, brought him all the bouquets

B G RAJESWAR

For the actual reasons best
known only for him and

introspected by many and
sundry in their own way, Lal
Krishna Advani opposed
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra
Modi’s elevation within the
party.

It is now widely known for
the world that Modi has been
made the chairman of BJP
election management
committee. He has been
entrusted with a gigantic
responsibility of steering the
party to victory in the 2014 Lok

NATIONAL NEWS
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Sabha elections.
There has been a lot of

criticism from the Congress and the
constituent parties in the United
Progressive Alliance (UPA) over
the appointment of Modi, though it
was an internal affair of the BJP.

Further, the Janata Dal
(United), an ally of the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA),
which apparently was looking for
an opportunity to break its ties with
the NDA, split up with the BJP on
the pretext of opposing Modi.
There was also opposition within
the BJP for the elevation of Modi.

In this backdrop, Modi has
already emerged as the Prime
Ministerial candidate for NDA.
Political parties and media had
been drawing comparison between
the Congress crown prince Rahul
Gandhi and Modi for quite some
time.

But Modi’s quick reaction to
the devastating floods in
Uttarakhand, though for political
mileage as alleged by many, made
people of this country think that he
was the right person to hold the
coveted post of Prime Minister.

In contrast, the Congress
crown prince Rahul Gandhi was
allegedly partying in Spain and
returned days after the floods
ravaged Uttarakhand, where his
own party is in power, analysts say.

What more! The trucks laden
with relief material meant for the
flood hit people of Uttarakhand
were waiting for Rahul Gandhi’s
arrival and the subsequent flag off
(show off) ceremony, political
pundits said.

This is not the first time for the
Congress crown prince to keep
himself busy partying during the
hour of crisis. It is alleged he was
busy with an overnight party in

Gurgaon when terrorists struck
Mumbai in 2008. It is said he
refused to leave the farmhouse and
oversee what was happening in
Mumbai.

It clearly shows Rahul’s
disinterest to accept responsibility
and take risk for the sake the

country, while Modi risked his
political career by taking up the
responsibility of leading his party
to victory in the coming elections,
political analysts say.

According to political pundits,
it is now for the wise voters of this
country to make their choice. 

(Top) Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi on a rescue mission in 
Uttarakhand. Congress leader Rahul Gandhi’s absence in times of emergency
raised many an eyebrows.
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FEDERAL FRONT 
IN THE OFFING

Regional parties across the country are planning to forge a new alliance –
the Federal Front – in an apparent attempt to break away from the UPA and
NDA and usurp power. However, political analysts say there could be little

success for the new alliance due to internal bickering

NATIONAL NEWS



The News You Like | July, 2013 25

THE NEWS BUREAU

Leaders of various regional
parties in the country seem to

be in no mood to join either UPA or
NDA in the next elections. Instead,
they are planning to forge a Federal
Front and usurp power at the centre.

While the Telugu Desam Party
chief and former chief minister N
Chandrababu Naidu, who had
played a key role in the past in
forging a third front, expressed his
readiness to join Federal Front,
Bihar’s Janata Dal-U is all set to
join the front as it severed ties with
the NDA.

Naidu told reporters that he
was in touch with leaders of various
regional parties, including West
Bengal chief minister Mamata
Banerjee, over the formation of the

federal front. He said the TDP was
always ready to work with non-
UPA and non-NDA parties.

“The regional parties are
gaining in strength, and they will
form the next government at the
centre,” said Naidu, who was
convenor of the United Front which
formed governments at the centre in
1996 and 1998.

“I am confident the regional
parties will come together and form
the Third Front as an alternative to
both the UPA and the NDA,” he
said. Bihar Chief Minister and JD-
U leader Nitish Kumar told
reporters in Patna that his party was
holding discussions with West
Bengal and Odisha chief ministers
Mamata Banerjee and Naveen
Patnaik on the issue.

On the other hand, Uttar

Pradesh Chief Minister and
Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh
Yadav told reporters in Bangalore
last month that people of the
country were looking for a “visible”
alternative front at the centre and
Samajwadi Party supremo
Mulayam Singh Yadav’s role would
be important in forming it.

Sources also said parties like
Telangana Rashtra Samithi and
YSR Congress may also join
Federal Front if it was politically
beneficial for them.

However, senior BJP leader
Venkaiah Naidu said the so-called
alternatives - Third Front or Federal
Front were all tried and failed
experiments. “The parties which
supported the Congress and are
now supporting it can never
become an alternative,” he said.
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It appears the CPI-Maoists are
following in the footsteps of
their ideological rivals, the

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh
(RSS), at least when it comes to
recruitment and training of cadre.

Recent reports indicate the
Maoists have been taking children
as young as six years into their fold
and training them till 12 years of
age when they are used in combat.

As it has been the practice of
RSS to bring children into its fold
calling them ‘Bal Swayamsevaks’,
the Maoists too have started
inducting children by way of
inducement or threat, sources said.

The kids are lured by giving
them guns since people;
particularly kids are always
fascinated with guns. The Maoists
also threaten kids or their parents if
they refuse to attend the ‘Bal
Sangam’, a unit of the proscribed
outfit, where next generation of
fighters are recruited and trained.

The Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) units have seized in
the recent past some cameras with
pictures and videos showing young
boys in fatigues armed with
sophisticated weapons attending a
Maoist camp.

Sources also said the Maoists
might train the next generation
fighters into their one time
stronghold – Andhra Pradesh –
because the outfit has not been able

to recruit the natives, who are
disenchanted with the mindless
violence unleashed by the outfit.

At least 2,500 children have
already been trained by the Maoists
and the numbers are soaring by the
day, a CRPF official said.  

Children are normally used as
foot soldiers, but some of them
may even go on to become leaders.
Maoists attack schools in their
areas to discourage parents from
sending their children to school,
another officer said.

Maoists follow
RSS in recruitment

NATIONAL NEWS
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It seems that our administrators
have not learnt a lesson from

Mohammed bin Tughluq if their
latest move to revolutionise e-
governance in the country is any
indication. A whopping Rs.20,000
crore project is on the pipeline in
order take a giant leap in
connectivity among 250,000
village councils with high-speed

data cables to take e-governance to
the grassroots and facilitate e-
services in fields ranging from
education to entertainment in the
country.

While the project sure
generates much hype and hoopla,
the fact is a majority of our political
leaders, be it members of
legislative assemblies or
Parliament, do not know even how
to open their mail box. They

depend on their secretaries for this
purpose.

Not just politicians, but most
of the senior employees in the
government departments also are
not an exception for this syndrome.
Notwithstanding this large-scale
computer illiteracy, the Union
government has decided to connect
its 2.5 lakh village panchayats with
high-speed data cables as part of its
grand design to take e-governances

Centre’s half-baked
idea on e-governance

In a rather crackpot initiative, the Union government has decided to
embark on a project worth ` 20,000 crore to bring connectivity among 2.5
lakh village councils through high-speed data cables, despite the fact that
majority of politicians and government employees cannot even open their

mail box without the help of secretaries 

NATIONAL NEWS
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to the grassroots.
The plight of village

panchayats in the country is
pitiable. While a vast majority of
them lack adequate manpower,
those who are present do not know
how to operate a computer. This
raises one question. Who will
operate the computers?

The need of the hour is to look
into the aspects of filling up
vacancies in village panchayats and
train them how to use computers in
the interest of society before
spending huge money on e-
governance without having ample
machinery to make the best use of
the facilities.

“We have completed 70
percent of the groundwork,”
according to N Ravi Shanker,

chairman and managing director of
Bharat Broadband Network Ltd
(BBNL), set up by the government
to execute this project, referring to
the preliminary work in terms of
hardware assessment and surveys.

He said, “It will take another
two-three months to conclude this
survey. Then we will know if we
have correctly assessed the
requirement at 500,000 km of optic
fibre to connect these 250,000
village panchayats (village
councils). Work will start soon
after." At present, optical fibre
cable connectivity is available in all
state capitals, districts and blocks.
To this, incremental cables will be
laid to take it to the village
panchayat level as part of the
project to link this huge country's

over 250,000 villages through the
National Optical Fibre Network.

The survey has been
conducted by Bharat Sanchar
Nigam Ltd (BSNL), RailTel Corp
and Power Grid Corp, all of which
are already in the optic fibre
business for their own networks.

Bharat Broadband was set up
as a special vehicle in February last
year for overseeing the National
Optical Fibre Network project
using what is called the Universal
Service Obligation Fund (USOF).

The fund gets its money from
telecom operators who have to
contribute a portion of their
revenues towards rural telephony.
As per official estimates,
Rs.27,949.91 crore ($4.7 billion) is
the current balance in the fund.

THE NEWS BUREAU

Even as hundreds of bus
stations and railway stations

across the state are deprived of
basic facilities and travellers
undergoing a harrowing time
during peak seasons, Andhra
Pradesh will soon have eight low-
cost airports, come what may.

In an incongruous decision
taken at a meeting held by none
other than Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh, Airports
Authority of India has decided to
develop 50 new low-cost airports
across 11 states in the country. If
everything goes well, by the end

of 2014, the state will have low-
cost airports in Vijayawada,
Nellore, Kurnool, Kadapa,
Nizamabad, Tirupati, Anantapur
and Karimnagar.

Apart from these 50 small
airports, the government has also
decided to go ahead with eight
greenfield airports which will
developed under public private
partnership (PPP) mode. The eight
new greenfield airports will come

up at Navi Mumbai, Juhu
(Mumbai), Goa, Kannur, Chakan
(Pune), Sriperumbudur, Bellary
and Raigarh. Two new
international airports at
Bhubaneswar, Odisha, and
Imphal, Manipur, will also be
taken up in the current fiscal.

According to reports, the
government also gave its nod to a
proposal to hand over airport
operations and maintenance
through PPP contracts at various
AAI-owned airports. “Airports
being considered are Chennai,
Kolkata, Lucknow, Guwahati,
Jaipur and Ahmedabad,” the PMO
was quoted by a news agency.

Airports to mushroom
Airports Authority of India has decided to develop 50 new low-cost

airports across the country
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Well, women in the country
are not far behind when it

comes to internet usage to manage
their daily life. According to a
survey conducted by Google India,
out of the total 150 million internet
users in the country, around 60
million women are now online and
use the online medium to manage
their day-to-day life.

Its study titled “Women &
Web study” to understand the
internet usage pattern and its
influence on purchase decisions of
women using the online medium in

India was released in the last week
of June. Apparels and accessories
were on top followed by food and
drink; baby care; hair care; and
skin care, in terms of top searched
categories by women.

Skin care, hair care, food and
drink were found to be the fastest
growing search categories, with
queries coming from mobile
phones growing rapidly and
accounting for almost 25 percent
of total query volumes in these
categories.

“With the report, it is clear
that the internet is empowering
Indian women with easy access to

information and helping them to
make more informed decisions in
their day-to-day life,” Rajan
Anandan, vice president and
managing director, Google India
was quoted as saying by a news
agency.

With an easy access to the
internet at homes, cyber cafes,
offices and growing adoption of
smart phones, the medium is
becoming favourite to choose the
right product. 

The study revealed that
women who are online, are
relatively more affluent and
younger.

More women use internet
to manage daily life: Study

A recent survey reveals that around 60 million women in the country use the
online medium to manage their day-to-day lives

NATIONAL NEWS
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Officials at a mass marriage
programme organised by the

Madhya Pradesh government on
June 7 at Harad village in the tribal
dominated district of Betul
allegedly committed an incredible
crime. The officials allegedly put as
many as 350 women through
virginity and pregnancy tests
triggering a nationwide criticism.
The district administration has
ordered a magisterial probe into the
incident.

As many as 90 women who
were subjected to the tests belong to
tribal community. Sources said the
tests were apparently ordered by
government officials. Controversial
writer Taslima Nasrin wrote on a
blog, “The authority has reduced
women to mere vaginas.”

This is not the first time
women are forced to undergo
virginity tests during a mass

marriage ceremony. It happened in
2009. The head of National
Commission for Women Girija
Vyas had then said such a shameful
and sinful act could not be
tolerated.

But the same crime has been
committed against women in 2013
bear testimony to the fact that the
crime has been tolerated, Taslima
said adding, “In the name of
helping poor people through mass
marriages the authorities provide
men tight virgin vaginas.”

The authorities believe in
women’s chastity, but they were not
concerned about men’s chastity.
Nothing matters if the bridegroom
was a polygamous man, a women
abuser, trafficker or a dowry
murderer, says Taslima.

Authorities in MP reducewomen to mere vaginas

I do not think mass
marriage organizers

called skilled physicians
to do the virginity test.
Men in authority know
how to do it. They just
need a proof of blood. I
think they pushed their
fingers, their arms, their
bamboos, their bottles,
their iron rods into the
vaginas to see how the

poor girls bleed. 

NATIONAL NEWS
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All is fair in love and war, they say. But
when some love affairs turn murky, the

end results could be devastating. In a sordid
love drama that resulted in the tragic death of
upcoming Bollywood actress Jiah Khan,
glamour villa once again proved that all is not
spic and span inside. After providing ample
fodder of the media for a while, the case took
an ugly turn with the arrest of 21-year-old Suraj
Pancholi, son of actors Aditya Pancholi and
Zarina Wahab, in connection with the suicide.
The arrest was made basing on the suicide note
left by Jiah that blamed Suraj for 'ruining her

A tragic love story
that went awry

A disciplined actress,
bubbly and starry-

eyed Jiah Khan bade
adieu to her lover and

dreams of 10 long
years as she felt

ruined and cheated by
her lover, 21-year-old

Suraj Pancholi

FACT FILE
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Jiah, who came across as a bubbly woman, was actually traumatised and
lovelorn. Excerpts from the letter are below:

“I don't know how to say this to you but I might as well now as I have nothing to lose. I've
already lost everything. If you're reading this I might have already left or about to leave. I am
broken inside. You may not have known this but you affected me deeply to a point where I lost
myself in loving you. Yet you tortured me every day.

These days I see no light I wake up not wanting to wake up. There was a time I saw my life
with you, a future with you. But you shattered my dreams. I feel dead inside. I've never given so
much of myself to someone or cared so much. You returned my love with cheating and lies.

It didn't matter how many gifts I gave you or how beautiful I looked for you. I was scared
of getting pregnant but I gave myself completely. When I first met you I was driven, ambitious
and disciplined. Then I fell for you, a love I thought would bring out the best in me. I don't know
why destiny brought us together. After all the pain, the rape, the abuse, the torture I have seen
previously I didn't deserve this. I didn't see any love or commitment from you. I just became
increasingly scared that you would hurt me mentally or physically.

Your life was about partying and women. Mine was you and my work. If I stay here I will
crave you and miss you. So, I am kissing my 10-year career and dreams goodbye. I never went
with anyone else. I am a loyal person. No other woman will give you as much as I did or love you
as much as I did. I can write that in my blood... You never even met my sister. I bought your
sister presents... You never appreciated my love, kicked me in the face... The Goa trip was my
birthday present but even after you cheated I still spent on you.

I aborted our baby when it hurt me deeply... I wish you had loved me like I loved you... I
leave this place with nothing but broken dreams and empty promises. All I want now is to go to
sleep and never wake up again..."

Jiah’s pain-laden note

life, cheating on her and forcing
her to abort their child.'

According to Mumbai police,
Suraj was booked under IPC
section 306 of the IPC. The arrest
was made two days after Jiah's
mother and sister found a six-page
letter, supposedly written by Jiah
before her death, blaming her
boyfriend for ruining her life,
cheating on her and forcing her to
abort their child.

She said, in the note, without
mentioning his name, that Suraj
used her and was then unfaithful to

her.  Jiah was in a relationship with
Suraj for over a year.

On the ill-fated day of June 3,
Jiah ended her life by hanging
herself at her Juhu residence. In
the six-page letter found in the
actress' room by her family, Jiah
has not named anyone but has
described her thought process in
her relationship with Suraj.

The contents of the hand-
written letter indicate that Sooraj's
relationships with other women
were hurting Jiah, who had "given
herself up completely" to him.

Jiah's letter mentions physical
torture and abuse and even 'rape'
that she faced before she met
Suraj.

The 25-year-old actress has
also written about her angst at
having to abort her baby during the
relationship. This disclosure has
shocked her family. Sources close
to the family said Jiah was very
career-oriented until Suraj came
into her life. She thought she had
found the perfect man for her, but
his wayward ways caused her
distress.
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Marijuana, popularly known in
colloquial language as ganja,

cultivation is rampant in the interior
areas of Adilabad district in Andhra
Pradesh, lying in the border of
Maharashtra. The illegal trade is
mushrooming in the district due to
the alleged nexus between political
leaders and law enforcement
officials.

Sources in the law
enforcement agencies told The
News that political leaders lure
tribal farmers through mediators
with attractive returns if they grow
marijuana in their farmlands. The
political leaders also offer funds for
village development if marijuana is
cultivated. In most cases, the
mediators happen to be community
heads. The tribal farmers grow
marijuana along with other crops on
their farmlands to escape attention,
sources said.

According to officials, the
marijuana is cultivated in areas like
Talamadugu, Bela, Tamsi, Boath,
Ichoda, Bazar Hatnur, Utnur,
Narpur and Sirpur (U) in the
district. The marijuana is in huge
demand because it is popular with
masses and middle classes since
they cannot afford to pay for costly
drugs like brown sugar. The
political leaders smuggle marijuana
from Adilabad to Mumbai and from
there to many parts of the country,
sources said.

The raw marijuana is

smuggled to Maharashtra where it
would be refined and divided into
different categories based on the
quality. Each category is sold at a
different price, sources told The
News. The marijuana cultivated in
Adilabad district finds its markets
not only in Maharashtra, but also in
Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and
Chhattisgarh, sources said.

Despite rampant cultivation of
marijuana and its smuggling,
officials claim the illegal trade has
come down because of heightened

vigil. Adilabad District
Superintendent of Police, Sarva
Sreshta Tripathi claims that the
number of cases related to
marijuana has come down
drastically during the current year.

“As many as 23 cases were
registered in 2011 in which 89
people had been arrested, while 17
cases had been registered and 64
people arrested in 2012. However,
only two cases had been registered
and nine people arrested by the end
of June this year,” Tripathi told The
News.

Similarly, Excise
Superintendent of Adilabad, Shivraj
told The News that strict vigil was
being maintained in marijuana
growing areas in the district. “We
will not spare any one if found
cultivating marijuana or
encouraging its cultivation,” he
said. Yet, the illegal trade continues
unabated in the district allegedly
because of the politician-law
enforcement officials’ nexus.a

Marijuana cultivation
rampant in Adilabad

Adilabad SP SS Tripathi

FACT FILE
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Is Cadbury India making
hazardous chocolates? Sounds

unbelievable. 
But the order of a consumer

forum in the north eastern state of
Tripura recently directed Cadbury
India Limited to pay a
compensation of Rs 30,000 to the
complainant who found an iron pin
inside a chocolate bar made by the
company.

According to officials, a man
purchased a Cadbury chocolate on
Decemebr 16, 2011, for his
daughter and found an iron pin
inside the bar when the girl tried to

eat it. Subsequently, he filed a
complaint before a consumer
forum.  The west Tripura district
consumer disputes redressal forum
in May ordered Cadbury India
Limited to pay a compensation of
Rs 30,000 to the complainant
within a month. 

The forum said in its judgment
that the chocolate was hazardous
and also asked the company to pay
Rs 1,000 to the complainant
towards the cost of litigation.

But the company said it did not
concur with the findings of the
consumer court and would file an
appeal against the order in the
higher court.

Company official Siddharth
Panicker said in a statement, “The
quality and safety of our products is
our highest priority. Cadbury India
follows the internationally accepted
Hazard Analysis and Critical
Control Points (HACCP)
programme to ensure that our
products and packaging are free
from any extraneous physical,
chemical or microbiological
matter.” 

Cadbury India enjoys a value
market share of over 70 percent in
the chocolate category and ranked
fourth amongst the most admired
companies of India by Fortune
India. 

Cadburymaking hazardouschocolates?
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For millions of fans King Khan
may be a demigod, but in the

eyes of law he is yet another citizen.
Health officials are investigating his
alleged sex determination of test on
a surrogate mother. It was widely
reported that Shah Rukh Khan and
his wife Gauri were expecting a
boy. It is alleged that Shah Rukh
went for a sex determination test.
Such tests are banned in the country
to stop the practice of aborting
female fetuses due to a
preference for sons.

According to reports,
Khan was not at home when
authorities tried to question
him about the reports that the
surrogate mother had the test.
Khan has a 16-year-old son
and a 13-year-old daughter.
Dr Jignesh Thakkar of the
Indian Radiological &
Imaging Association said a
news agency that the health
ministry investigated the case
at its request.

“We wanted to know
how this had been leaked out
because it's confidential
information that only a doctor
and not even a patient

knows,” he said. “Action should be
taken against the doctors and the
patients who are not following this
law. The celebrities or the rich and
famous cannot get away with it,” he
said.

The 47-year-old actor has
acted in around 75 Hindi feature
films, including many box-office
hits. He has also hosted a season of
the Hindi version of the game show,
"Who Wants To Be a Millionaire?"

India's 2011 census showed
that the country had 914 girls for

every 1,000 boys under age 6, a
gender ratio mainly attributed to
sex-selective abortions despite the
ban on prenatal gender tests.

Doctors found to have
provided information to parents
about the sex of an unborn child
could face three years in jail. They
could also have their medical
license suspended for five years.
Parents could also face five years in
jail.

Meanwhile the Indian Medical
Association (INA) slammed Khan

over reports that he and
his wife were planning
to have a baby boy
through
surrogacy.”IMA
strongly opposes any
attempt or activity for
pre-natal determination
of sex of foetus,” the
association said.

“We strongly feel
that public figures like
Shahrukh Khan, who
are role models for the
youth, should set a
precedent by their good
acts and refrain from
such illegal activities,” it
said, according to an
agency report.

Health officials are reportedly probing the
Bollywood icon’s alleged sex determination
test on a surrogate mother. IMA has come
down upon the actor for his indecent deed

king khan’s
disgraceful act
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Former Kingfisher model and controversial actress Poonam
Pandey seems to have got the hang of it with her debut film

‘Nasha’ making its trailer out. She looked so stunning at the launch
of the trailer, shimmered in a gold sari with a sizzling bikini blouse,
revealing her cleavage to the maximum. Jism director Amit Saxena
is gung-ho about his latest film Nasha that tells the story of an 18-
year-old boy who falls madly in love with a 25-year-old woman.

Saxena says Nasha is 'a coming of age film', wherein the boy
and girl make bold choices when they reach a crossroad.

If "Jism" was about a stormy affair between a Casonova
lawyer and a married woman, "Nasha" is a passionate love
story that explores every domain of erotic flick.

e took a fortnight to think about whom to cast. We wanted
an enigmatic figure and I thought of Poonam,” said film's
producer Aditya Bhatia. This is the first chance for Poonam’s
fans to see her in Bollywood film, though they have seen
plenty of Poonam in videos and pictures.

“I am honoured to get an opportunity to work with such
a talented director,” Poonam told reporters at the first-look
launch in Mumbai. The model-turned-actress oozes sensuality
in the trailer clip.

And to be honest, Poonam put
on an extra  few kilos for the
film, which have added to her

curves. She even admitted to have been
intoxicated while shooting a particular scene for
Nasha. Director Amit Saxena was all praise for
the actress. He said Poonam is a 'powerhouse of
talent' and her acting was absolutely effortless.

The director says Nasha is from the point of
view of an 18-year-old boy. So it is as sensuous as
it is innocent. Poonam Pandey said tongue firmly in
cheek that she had enjoyed seducing and romancing
the teenager. It may be remembered that Poonam,
became an overnight sensation after announcing to
strip if the Indian cricket team won the World Cup.

“The film is ready and we are planning to have the trailer launch in the
first week on June. The film is set for a July 26 release,” Saxena said
reporters.

“Yes, it's a bold film, but it's basically a simple love story. It's a very
different subject and Poonam has done a great job in the film,” said Saxena.
For the role, Poonam, 22, apparently gave up her disciplined diet routine
and gorged on junk food to gain weight.

Poonam is on a song
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Flying freak millionaires are
vying with each other to own

the world’s first aeroplane car that
will cost a whopping £600,000.
And the wonder car was not
invented just now, its history dates
back to many decades ago.  

It was perhaps because the
cars and congestion became too
much for commuters way back in
1940s, Moulton Taylor thought of
developing a way to fly up above
the roads. The American designer
built the first-ever Aerocar in 1949
and successfully proved that the
roadster - complete with foldable
wings to keep a street-worthy size
- could be done.

The Aerocar was set to take
the world by storm but after almost
25 years of campaigning Taylor
still could still not strike a deal - he
even lost a deal with auto giants
Ford. Along with the original

prototype, only four others were
ever built and madcap collectors
are battling to own the startling
piece of engineering history -
which is still able to cruise at
110mph.

An aviation enthusiast at
Historic Sales Greg Herrick said
this was the peak of 20th century
design at the time and was close to
taking the world's imagination by
storm. There really was nothing
like it around at the time and the

design attracted so much attention
- it was such an incredibly
advanced piece of kit.

“It was on the front of
newspapers, magazines, books and
on TV shows across the globe - it's
popularity was unprecedented,” he
said. “But the oil crash in the 1970s
and a lack of businesses willing to
invest eventually led to all interest
fizzling away - to this day there is
still nothing like it.”

The 21ft Aerocar is a two-

World’s first flying car up for sale

Not only can the car be readily converted from an airplane to a road-going car, but also
its wings can be folded back along the sides of the detached fuselage and towed behind

the automobile like a trailer

BIZ BUZZ



The News You Like | July, 2013 41

THE NEWS BUREAU

Indian would love to wear as
much gold as possible. But, not

one of them has probably thought
of wearing gold shoe.

However, here is interesting
news for gold loving affluent
people. Italian designer Alberto
Moretti has created world’s first 24
carat gold shoes that you can
actually wear if you are ready to
shell out at least 1700 pounds a
pair, where the range begins.

You need to fly out of the
country because the gold shoe are
available only at five of the world's
most exclusive department stores –
Harrods in London, Barneys in

New York, Fred Segal in Los
Angeles, The Swank in Hong Kong
and Level Shoe District in Dubai.

The Italian designer
established the label bearing his
own name ‘Alberto Moretti’ with
his brothers in 2011 and within a
few seasons established a star - and
royal - following.

Made in collaboration with
HORO, the brand said the style has
been kept simple as the gold speaks
for itself as a luxury and stylish
product.

place aircraft with side-by-
side seating, four wheels, 30ft
wingspan and a single
Lycoming 0-320 engine
mounted over the rear
wheels. The propeller is
mounted at the end of a long
tail cone, and the latter is
angled up considerably, to
provide adequate propeller
clearance. Its cruise speed is
100mph, and it initially sold for
$25,000.

Not only can it be readily
converted from an airplane to a
road-going car, but also its wings
can be folded back along the sides
of the detached fuselage and towed
behind the automobile like a trailer.

The idea for the Aerocar
occurred to its designer Taylor in
1946. After meeting inventor
Robert E. Fulton, Jr. he became
captivated by the concept of his
flying car. Molt immediately saw
the weakness in the fixed,
detachable wings of Fulton's
design, and set about building his
prototype Aerocar with folding

wings, which he
completed in 1949.

After a successful
demonstration flight,
Molt promoted the
Aerocar at aircraft and
auto shows and on TV.
As the flood of
inquiries poured in,

Molt raised money to certify the
machine as an airplane, and to
build four 'pre-production'
Aerocars for demonstrations and
eventual sale.

Molt was a gifted aeronautical
engineer who was 'crazy about
airplanes' and the battle to become
a proud owner of the car has been
extreme.

Gold shoes for1700 pounds
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The British Safety Council has awarded
prestigious 5-star rating for the Rajiv Gandhi

International Airport (RGIA) for its health and
safety management system. The airport, located at
Shamshabad, on the outskirts of Hyderabad, is
operated by GMR Hyderabad International
Airport Limited (GHIAL).

GHIAL officials said RGIA is the only airport
in the world to receive the award. Outside the
aviation industry, a few organisations in India such
as Asian Paints, Tata Motors, GAIL, Reliance and
L&T have received the award in the last 10 years.
The award criterion is very stringent. There are
995 safety compliance requirements for the health
and safety management system covering 57
elements.

A minimum of 92 percent must be obtained
out of total score of 5,000 in order to get the 5-star
rating, while RGIA scored 96 percent.

"It is an incredible achievement, particularly
considering the fact that implementation of such
a system in an operational airport with multiple
stakeholders is a Herculean task," said SGK
Kishore, CEO of GHIAL.

GMR LAUNCHES PILOT
TRAINING ACADEMY

Even as the British Safety Council awarded 5-star
rating for GMR Hyderabad International Airport

at Shamshabad, the GHIAL has launched a pilot
training academy. 

The GHIAL signed an MoU with Asia Pacific
Flight Training (APFT) Academy to impart pilot and
ground training with state-of-the-art infrastructure.

APFT will offer a wide range of courses
including the flagship Commercial Pilot License
Programme with duration of one and half years and
other major courses such as Private Pilot License,
Flight Instructors, Instrument Rating and Multi
Engine Rating.

“India’s aviation industry requires a large
number of trained manpower. So, the launch of
APFT training programme is the need of the hour,”
GHIAL CEO SGK Kishore said.

According to GHIAL officials, the academy
holds a unique distinction. Located adjacent to the
international airport, it offers hands-on-experience,
seamless expertise of operations in the airport and
access to top class amenities and technology.

HYDERABAD AIRPORT
GETS 5-STAR RATING
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You might have heard of
people wearing gold jackets,

blouses and even driving luxury
cars made with gold. But  have you
ever heard of drinking some gold?
Affluent people, who can afford,
can now sip a cup of gold tea. This
is true. However, you need to make
a prior booking with a 24-hour
notice if you wish to sip the special
tea. 

51 Buckingham Gate, part of
the Taj Group of Hotels, and Luxor
Champagne, have introduced a 24
karat gold tea, which includes
edible gold.

The special tea, launched in
Britain, features half a bottle of
sparkling wine Luxor pure gold 24
karat Brut Champagne, which
includes flakes of 24 karat gold.
The offering is targeted at
London's afternoon tea admirers. 

Chef Vikas Milhoutra has

created a series of delights made
with edible gold. The 24 Karat
Gold Afternoon Tea includes a
Gold Leaf Jelly, White Chocolate
Delight with Gold Leaf and
Strawberry Tart with Gold Flakes,
and is accompanied by a selection
of scones and delicate finger
sandwiches. 

At an introductory price of 99
pounds for two people, the tea will
be available only on prior booking
with a 24-hour notice. 

Now, drink
gold for 99

pounds
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This was nearly 15 years ago,
we were travelling to the

higher reaches of Badrinath and on
the way back went into a restaurant
just outside the temple. We asked
for some cow milk and asked the
owner to be doubly sure that it was
cow milk and not powdered milk.
He assured us and went into the
kitchen. We waited for 10 minutes
and then I decided to take a look in
the kitchen inside. To my surprise
I saw him boiling water and adding
powdered milk to it! On
confronting, he cheekily replied,
“Now where do I get cows here?”
I told him if they wouldn’t send
their cows to the butchers, then
they would have them and their
character would be daivik and not
asuric, for this was what they had
become, how vould they fool
people at the dham of Vishnu?

Another time on my visit to
the Kedarnath shrine, I found
families thronging the shrine in a
picnic and holiday mood, filmi
songs blaring and card parties
galore. Inside the dharmshalas
surrounding the shrine, people
dressed as Shiva waving their
trishul at me and simultaneously
demanding money! It is too
pathetic and sad for someone like
me to describe in detail what all I

saw and how I got out of
there.These could not be the state
of affairs of a Jyotirling and Vishnu
Dham.

This was nearly 15 years ago,
I dread to think what would be
happening there now? Suddenly
the news flashed on television,  

“Thousands killed in
landslides and flooding in
kedarnath”, “The temple stands”,
“Sadhus caught leaving the area
with jewellery and money hidden
in their clothes and jholas”,

“Villagers selling water and food to
those stranded at 10 times the
price”, “People desperate to leave,
dead bodies strewn all over” etc.

Are we talking about a
coveted Chaar Dham?Are we
referring to a Jyotirling? Are we
talking about real sadhus?Are we
talking about human beings? And
last but not the least, are we talking
about people who went their
looking for moksha?

It’s important to note here that
a rock rolled down and stopped just

The recent flash flood that killed thousands of people in
Uttarakhand was not a natural catastrophe, but God’s

way of teaching callous people a lesson

Divineintervention
YOGI ASHWINI

OF FAITHS
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short of the temple while other
rocks destroyed everything around.
The temple stairway was washed
away, Nandis statue and the temple
unharmed, nothing else survived.
This rock was like a dam which
prevented the water and other
boulders from hitting the temple. Is
it not so clear that the statue of
Nandi is standing and the entire
temple is standing and the stairway
has been washed away! Shiv is
telling us not to disturb him by our
foolish actions. Such places should
be left for sadhaks and for those
who want to do penance. They
should be out of bounds for family
picnics.

Is this too uncanny or just a
coincidence? No, its neither
uncanny nor a coincidence. Did this
happen because a goddess temple
was being shifted to make way for
a hydel power project? The reasons
I will give below:

1. India is the third largest exporter
of beef, thousands of Nandis are
separated from their mothers and
killed to satisfy the greed of a
few. The media or the politicians
don't pick up the topic as they
say it will turn communal even
though as per law its illegal to
kill cows and calfs. I don't see
anything communal in this. It is
just a blatant violation of the
Indian law by powerful people.
The biggest traders of skin and
different kinds of meats are
Hindus! Cows are killed by
bashing them on their heads!
Lord Shiva had given a boon to
Nandi, “Whatever is whispered
into your ears will be heard by
me.” One can imagine the pain
and suffering of the animals and
what all will be going to lord
Shiva ears.

2. The majority of people going to
Dhams don't go there asking for
moksha or for penance. They go
there for a picnic, a family
outing and in the process
temples are visited and more
wealth and health is asked for.
Never have they bothered to feed
a hungry human or animal on the
road.

3. We have polluted the Ganga and
our water bodies are now poison,
trillion of tons of effluence go
into our sacred rivers. Extreme
negative karma is created when
this water poisons the animals,
humans and plants which it
touches.

4. Majority of Sadhus are
unsuccessfull businessmen who
have found religious blackmail a
good way of making money.
They have opened big ashrams
and are thronging religious
melas in the hope of coming into
the Forbes list of billionaires.
Lot of them are selling asans and
so called ayurvedic medicines to
cure all diseases...known and
unknown.

5. Majority of religious places are
busy collecting wealth and
filling their coffers. The money
which they get as donations for
helping the poor is used for
making gold thrones. The fact is

completely ignored that the
founders had spent their entire
lives in helping others and doing
penances, they propagated
moksha... not bhoga.

In this age, Mohammad Ghori
and Mahmud of Ghazni or even the
Afghan warlords would not come
to loot these places and kill the
inhabitants.

Our armed forces are
competent to handle all this, but
then the Divine has to tell us that
what we are doing is wrong, we are
ruining our culture and making a
mockery of our religion. The divine
has to find some way of telling us
that we must change or else the
creation will end and we will suffer

in hell, for we are only responsible
for all the harm we are causing to
nature... by destroying it with our
tree cutting, pesticides, killing
cows, polluting rivers and water
bodies, turning ashrams into
business models, becoming
completely selfish and non
sensitive to our neighbours,
desecrating places of penances and
sadhna by our wild partying.

Shiva has to intervene... Shiva
has interfered, I pray for all the
departed souls and hope for their
salvation, may their near and dear
ones find solace and peace.I hope
that this would be the last calamity
which our great civilisation will
face... I hope for a change...a new
beginning.

Majority of Sadhus are unsuccessful businessmen
who have found religious bloackmail a good way of

making money. They have opened big ashrams and are
thronging religious religious melas in the hope of

coming into the Forbes list of millionairs
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Acommission of eight cardinals
from around the world,

appointed by Pope Francis, will
meet for the first time in October to
discuss corruption and existence of
gay lobby in the Roman Curia – the
central governing body of the
Catholic Church. The Pope himself
acknowledged the existence of a

'gay lobby' inside the Vatican's
secretive administration. The
Argentine Pontiff also said that
there was a ‘current of corruption in
the Curia.

He told the CLAR (the Latin
American and Caribbean
Confederation of Religious Men
and Women), “In the Curia, there
are truly some saints, but there is
also a current of corruption. There

is talk of a gay lobby and it's true, it
exists. We will have to see what we
can do,” he said. “I cannot carry out
the reforms myself,” he said,
explaining that he was very
disorganised. For that reason, the
task will be handled by a
commission of eight cardinals from
around the world whom the Pope
appointed in April to help him
govern the Catholic Church.

Pope confesses to
sleaze in Roman Curia
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If the works are carried out as
per the designs, Dubai will
have a unique public park --

Holy Quran Park by September
1214. With all available plants
mentioned in the Holy Quran, the
park will spread over 60-hectare
area, in Al Khawaneej area. It will
be specially designed from an
Islamic perspective to introduce the
miracles of Quran through a variety
of surprises for the visitors.

The details of the prestigious
project were disclosed by the
director of General Projects
Department Eng. Mohammed Nour
Mashroum on the occasion of
celebrating the 1,000th meeting of
the technical committee of Dubai
Municipality (DM).

According to Mashroum, the
project is expected to be completed
by September, 2014. The park will
also have facilities such as an
attractive main entrance, an
administration building, an Islamic
garden, children's play areas,
Umrah corner, an outdoor theatre,
areas for showing the miracles of
the Quran and fountains.

The Quran Park will have
bathrooms, a glass building, a
desert garden, a palm oasis, a lake,
a running track, a cycling track and

a sandy walking track. There are 54
plants mentioned in the holy
Quran, including fig, pomegranate,
olive, corn, leek, garlic, onion,
lentil, barley, wheat, ginger,
pumpkin, watermelon, tamarind,
seders, vineyards, bananas,
cucumbers and basil.

According to Mashroum, the
glass building will accommodate of
15 items of plants, and other items
will be planted in different specific
gardens. These plants are expected
to stimulate the visitors to think
about the reason behind
mentioning the names of these
plans in the Quran.

The area allocated for "the

miracles of Quran" will include an
air-conditioned tunnel to show
miracles and stories of the Quran.
The total cost of the project is
estimated at around 27 million
Dhirams (about $7.5 million) as per
the current tenders, and may be
slightly varied as per the final
design approved by the technical
committee.

Though the initial site
preparation works, tracks and
service buildings have been
completed, the second phase of the
project will start in July 2013 and
end in July 2014 and third stage
will start in August 2014 and will
last till September 2014.

dUbai to have
holy QUran Park
The park, that will house all available plants mentioned in the holy Quran, will have

areas showing the miracles of the Quran and fountains
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In yet another ghastly killing from
across the border, two tenage girls

and their mother were shot dead,
just because the girls had drenched
and danced in the rain. 

According to News24online,
the two sisters and their mother
were shot dead in a in a suspected
'honour killing' after a video clip
emerged in which the girls were
dancing in the rain.

The report says that five
unidentified assailants swooped

down on the unsuspecting victims in
the Chillas town in the Northern
areas of Pakistan and shot dead
Noor Basra, 16, Noor Sheza, 15 and
their mother. It was reported that the
Chillas town police arrested one
Khutore, 22, said to be the sisters'
step brother, for allegedly planning
the attack.

“It seems that the two girls
have been murdered after they were
accused of tarnishing their family's
name by making a video of
themselves dancing in the rain,” a
police officer was quoted as saying.

According to Momina Bashir,
a relative of the victims, the girls
were seen running around in
traditional dress with two other
younger children outside their
bungalow in the town of Chillas, in
the northern region of Gilgit.
Human rights activists Atiya Jehan
said the video of the sisters breaking
into dance and flashing a smile at
the camera became “a big issue in
Chillas area”, it was reported.

Pak girls shot
dead

In a macabre incident, two teenage girls and their
mother were shot dead, just because the girls were

seen dancing in the rain in traditional attire

The video graph of the girls dancing
in the rain
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The topic of ‘aliens’ has
always been fascinating for

the mankind. There have been
scores of movies made on this
subject both for kids and elders
across the world. News about
unidentified flying object
(UFO) crash landing in a farm
land in China and an alien
dying of electrocution sparked
a frenzy of speculation on
social networking sites.

The pictures of a farmer
Li, standing next to an alien,

were all over the social
networking sites. Li claimed he
saw a formation of UFOs
buzzing across the night sky
along the Yellow River in
Binzhou Shangdong province.

He also said one of the
crafts suddenly plummeted to
earth and later he discovered
the charred remains of the
visitor from outer space in a
rabbit trap.

Li claimed that he took the
bizarre looking creature back to
be stored in a freezer at his
home after the crash-landing in

March. However, police issued
a statement saying the body of
‘alien’ was made up of high
quality rubber.'

Subsequently, Li admitted
to having cooked up the story
after he spent five days in
police custody.

Initially, he stuck to his
story, but changed his version
after police interrogation.
Police also found files on his
computer which provided
further evidence of the
deception and sent the farmer to
jail.

Alien arrives out offarmer’s computer
GLOBAL GLANCE









A KULLAYAPPA

The Indian cricket captain in all
three formats of the game,

Mahendra Singh Dhoni, has been
the undisputed leader of the pack
since the time he was entrusted the
mantle from Rahul Dravid in 2007.

After a tumultuous year in the
season gone by, where he bore the
brunt of outright condemnation
following successive series losses,
Dhoni, more popularly
acknowledged as ‘Captain Cool’
and ‘Captain Courageous’ has
staged a marvellous comeback
while regaining the Champions
Trophy in its farewell edition. It
was the Midas touch back in
circulation, which was made more
meaningful in the complete absence
of seniors in the ranks.

In doing so, the most
successful Indian Test captain also

achieved a record that no captain,
Indian or otherwise, can boast of -
he has held aloft all the three major
ICC trophies, the ODI World Cup,
the T20 World and the Champions
Trophy, at varying periods though.

The latest triumph will be
particularly rewarding because
there were growing demands for his

head and also for the manner the
IPL franchise that the skippers,
Chennai Super Kings, was in the
thick of the League’s spot-fixing
controversy.

He would now be hoping to
cap-off his 32nd birthday (July 7)
with the tri-series trophy for the
perfect icing on the cake.

the great survivor
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Towards the end of May 2013, a
new cricket association named

Cricket Association of Telangana
(CAT) performed bhoomi pooja for

the construction of an academy in
Ranga Reddy district.

Well, it is happy news for
budding cricketers from the region
because they get a chance to
undergo some training, sharpen

their skills and get elevated.
But the academy is certainly

unwelcome at the cost of greenery
and environment. Yes, the CAT
wiped out a mango orchard spread
over eight acres for the academy at

T cricket academy
to mar eco-balance

The government’s decision to set up a cricket academy for sports enthusiasts of
Telangana region may sound a welcome move, but what worries nature lovers and

environmentalists is that a mango orchard spread over eight acres of land has already
been destroyed for the purpose

The eight-acre orchard that was destroyed for making the cricket academy

SPORTS SCAN
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Reddy Pally village of Moinabad
Mandal in Ranga Reddy district,
12 kms away from the famous
Chilukur Balaji Temple.

The CAT has taken the land

on a lease from its owner for
construction of a mini stadium, 28
room sports complex, 10 guest
rooms, swimming pool, restaurant,
indoor sports area and many more

facilities for the rural talent.
Literally, over 500 mango

trees were felled for the academy.
The CAT appears to have just
ignored the fact that it already
owns a ground near Moinabad.

Apparently, the CAT neither
tried to relocate the grown trees
nor did it take permission from the
authorities concerned to chop the
trees. It is mandatory to take
permission from the authorities
concerned before removing so
many plants even if the plants are
located on a private land, sources
said.

The irony in the episode is
that the chairman of CAT is none
other than D Sridhar Babu,
Minister for Civil Supplies in the
state cabinet, while the vice-
chairman is the promoter of a
regional language newspaper.

Why would the salaried
officials object to the chopping of
trees when a cabinet minister
himself is heading the association?

Yet another irony is that the
CAT chairman boasts of sending
its players for the national and
international cricket.

Analysts say it was funny on
the part of the minister to make
such a statement. He should have
known the Hyderabad Cricket
Academy of Excellence, the
official academy of Hyderabad
Cricket Association, has not been
able to send at least one player for
the Ranji team in the last five
years, they said.

Even as the CAT secretary
Sunil Babu Kolanpaka said the
stadium work would be finished by
the end of 2013, it is rumoured that
some members were planning to
set up another academy allegedly
fed up with the monopoly in the
association.Civil Supplies Minister D Sridhar Babu and others performing Bhumi Puja for

Cricket Association of Telangana academy in Ranga Reddy district.
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